Extended Abstract: #OpenVoices Project: Amplifying Global Perspectives of Open Educational 
Practices (OEP) through Podcasting 


In this OEGlobal webinar presentation, we will highlight the the #OpenVoices project as an 
example of OER capacity building by describing the challenges and the current updates to the 
project and the potential for considering podcasting as an open portal for developing 
relationships, co-designing learning, sharing knowledge and building digital communities. 


As a Global Open Graduate Network (#GO-GN) Fellowship project, the #OpenVoices project’s 
aim is to foster awareness around the potential of podcasts as an open educational resource 
and to “open the world” to the potential of sharing and hearing diverse global voices and 
perspectives in open educational practices. The project directly connects to UNESCO’s 
Recommendation of Open Educational Resources by emphasizing the importance of the 
creation, curation, regular updating, ensuring of inclusive and equitable access to, and effective 
use of high quality educational and research materials and programmes of study”. (UNESCO, 
2019, para 23) through regional and global initiatives to promote inclusive human-centered 
learning design and equity to interconnect education systems. 


The primary goal of the #OpenVoices project was to develop and expand upon the OLDI 
framework (Roberts, 2019) to include the potential of podcasting as another medium of creating 
OER and advocating for Open Education. The project consisted of multiple stages intended to 
build an understanding of the current context of opened educational podcasts and further build 
knowledge of OEP through the inclusion of multiple perspectives on the subject. #OpenVoices 
aimed to curate a collection of past and present open educational podcasts, collect data via 
survey to increase understanding of the current landscape of open podcasts, collect and 
develop OER to support the podcast creation process in a range of learning contexts, and to 
develop our own OEP podcast series intended to amplify diverse voices in OEP. 


The stages of the project included: 1) curating a collection of all current and past open 

education podcasts 2) completing data collection to inform the open podcast landscape 3) 
collecting open resources and publicly accessible digital content that describes the podcasting 
process and can be used for course design in any context and 4) creating our own OEP podcast 
series to highlight the different voices of open educational practices. 


Podcasts can represent a more accessible, equitable and multi-literacy focused OER option for 
all learners. Text-based content can create barriers for learners with literacy concerns, or 
alternatively, do not have the infrastructure, wifi, mobile device or digital fluency in which to 
access digital content. The project considers the emerging landscape of OER through 
examining the potential of podcasting in course design, professional learning, accessibility, 
global communication and sharing of ideas, perspectives and voices. Using the open 
educational practices OLDI framework as a guide for this project, we consider how building 
relationships, co-designing learning pathways, building and sharing knowledge and developing 
a personal learning network (PLN) are all major contributors to open learning with podcasts. The 
project completed an online survey to get a better idea of the current influence of podcasts in 
learning contexts as well as collections of podcasts (like the Multiplying K12 OER podcasts, the 
Terry Green - Gettin'Air podcast, The Collection of podcasts created for the 25 Years of EdTech 
series) to identity and describe the variety of podcasts in current cultural contexts. The project 
hashtag #OpenVoices was used as a way to gather information while at the same time building 
community. In addition, the project includes resources that describe how to make and record 
podcasts and any CC licensing metadata and steps that need to be considered for any learning 


environments (primary, secondary and higher education). With the curation of the open podcast 
collection and resources, the new podcast series that amplifies student experiences of OEP and 
its impact in their lives has emerged from the data collection, review of current podcasts 
influencers and narratives and experiences of making podcasts for ourselves. 


The research findings will be shared in order to include the project successes, challenges and 
key recommendations. These may include the potential of podcasting in supporting open 
education practices as well as developing multi literacies through connecting linguistic diversity 
and multimodal forms of linguistic expression and representation (The New London Group, 
1996). The opportunity to develop multiliteracies also directly connects to UNESCO’s 
Recommendation of Open Educational Resources (2019) by amplifying open digital content that 
promotes multiple languages through alternative modes of content to support emerging 
pedagogy (Cope & Kalantzis, 2009). It is exciting to discover how to build digital communities, 
share resources and spread knowledge by listening to each others’ ideas. 


The project hopes to support the development of OER that moves beyond the traditional text 
based resources, increasing access to knowledge to individuals who can engage more easily 
with audio files, development of a more holistic understanding of OEP (and the concept of 
sharing knowledge) through the inclusion of diverse voices, building knowledge and the ability 
for others to create their own podcasts. Some of the challenges of this project include the range 
of digital fluency of participants, understanding and awareness of the potential of podcasts for 
learning in open contexts. In addition, including voices in languages other than English will be a 
challenge, but also a potential area or opportunity in the development of building, sharing and 
remixing more globally accessible OER. 


This project also aspires to amplify emerging research on the importance of the development of 
multi-literacies to promote inclusion, equity and global perspectives as we consider potential of 
OER in any learning context. 
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